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THE POWER OF WOMEN
The United Way Women’s Initiative is a group of 
community-minded women who come together to  
make Houston a better place to live and work. These 
philanthropic leaders are a powerful force of change  
in our community. Women’s Initiative members set a  
strong example for others to follow and help shape  
the future of our community.

In 2008–09, 597 Women’s Initiative members made personal  
gifts of $2,500 or more contributing a total of $3.5 million, a  
nine percent increase over the previous year.

United Way Women’s Initiative members believe in the work of  
United Way and encourage giving back to the community. By 
leveraging skills, relationships and resources in support of United  
Way of Greater Houston, they make a profound difference in  
individual lives and the quality of life we all enjoy.

Our Goals
�To lead the way and be a catalyst for change in our community • •

��To involve our community’s most powerful women by engaging  • •
women in the workplace, business leaders and community volunteers

Join Us Our members are generous and dedicated supporters 
of United Way of Greater Houston. We invite women who share our 
commitment to do something about it for our community to join the 
Women’s Initiative.

Alexis de Tocqueville Society • • ($10,000 plus)

Leadership Circle • • ($5,000 to $9,999)

Chairman’s Club Gold • • ($2,500 to $4,999)

United Way Women’s Initiative members know the difference their gift 
makes in our community. Members have the opportunity to participate 
in a variety of educational, social and networking events.

If you would like to learn more about United Way of Greater Houston 
and the Women’s Initiative contact, Jordan Wiggins at 713-685-2324  
or visit www.unitedwayhouston.org.



“�Joining together with other 
women in our community 
provides not only networking 
opportunities but a chance to 
make a positive philanthropic 
impact.” 
Lynn Mathre, President,  

Asset Management Advisors

“��Women’s Initiative allows 
professionals of different 
backgrounds the opportunity 
to learn more about the needs 
of Houston and how they can 
make a positive impact through 
philanthropic giving.” 
Sharon Michael Owens, Vice 

President, Community Relations, 

CenterPoint Energy

“�The power of women, the power 
of friendship, the power of 
improving our community and a 
whole lot of fun—that’s what the 
Women’s Initiative of the United 
Way is all about.” 
Lynne Liberato, Partner and Member 

of the firm’s Board of Directors, 

Haynes and Boone LLP

“�The outreach of these women 
members—outstanding and 
selfless—is remarkable to 
witness, and I am proud to  
be a small part of this great 
effort. The Women’s Initiative  
is making a positive difference  
in the lives of those in need in 
our great city.” 
Paula W. Hinton, Partner,  

Vinson and Elkins LLP

“�It is important to help fund 
solutions to make the community 
thrive. The United Way is the 
best way to address so many  
of the needs in Houston. The  
giving complete—it is the 
essence of a social service 
network—what a network!” 
Joycelyn Marek, President, 

marekSolutions

“�The United Way Women’s 
Initiative is a group of 
empowered women doing  
what empowered people  
do—reaching out to others,  
and having a fun and heartfelt 
time doing it.” 
Ann E. Deaton, Senior Vice President, 

Investments, UBS Financial Services, Inc.

“�Women working together can 
make significant contributions  
to Houston’s future. The 
Women’s Initiative allows us to 
do that while expanding our 
friendships and networking 
opportunities.” 
Diana M. Hudson, Community  

and Alumni Relations Partner,   

Andrews Kurth LLP

“�By our nature as women, we 
are creators, nurturers and 
givers. The Women’s Initiative 
of the United Way gives us 
an opportunity to help our 
community by doing what we  
do best. I am proud of us.” 
Trinidad Mendenhall Sosa,  

Trini & OC Mendenhall Foundation

“��The Houston community has seen 
the power of women working 
together as the Women’s Initiative 
has grown. We share a passion for 
giving back to our community and 
to each other.” 
Anne Taylor, Vice Chairman and  

Regional Managing Partner  

Mid-America, Deloitte and Touche  

USA LLP

“��The Women’s Initiative is a way 
for community-minded women 
in Houston to join together 
in philanthropy, volunteerism 
and form a wonderful network 
throughout a diverse women’s 
business environment.” 
Sue Payne, Manager,  

Geoscience Resources,  

ExxonMobil Exploration Company



50 Waugh Drive
Houston, TX 77007
713-685-2324
www.unitedwayhouston.org

FOR children
FOR FAMILIES
FOR SENIORS
FOR LIVES
FOR HOUSTON

“�Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens  
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 
Margaret Mead

When you give to United Way, you can be sure that your donations 
help those who need it most and keep our social safety net strong. 
United Way is our community’s leader and trusted partner when it 
comes to the social service issues that touch our lives and shape 
our families’ futures.

As a leader who cares about our community, we invite you to  
do something about it. Please join this group of like-minded,  
philanthropic women today to impact even greater change in 
Houston...the United Way!


